330 W. CorAL GABLES DR., PHOENIX, AZ 85023
PHONE: (602) 942-2608  Fax: 602-548-0708

WEBSITE: WWW.STPAULSPHOENIX.ORG ~ E-MAIL: ADMIN(@STPAULSPHOENIX.ORG
St. Paul Mission Statement: Encountering the Living Christ through Conversion, Communion, and Solidarity.

Twenéy—t/tird Sunday |
m ()rdinaly Time

September 6, 2020

1970, CCD

Where two or three
are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them.
— Matthew 18:20

s from the Lectionary for Mass © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986,

ght © . S. Paluch Co., Inc.
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PARISH PROFILE

MASS INTENTIONS SCHEDULE

PASTOR: Fr. Dindo Bruno Cuario Ext. 114
PAROCHIAL VICAR: Fr. Ishaya Samaila Ext. 115
DEeAcon: Den. Gary Chatel Ext. 116, denchatel@stpaulsphoenix.org

Daily MAss: Monday—Friday 8:00 am (No daily Mass Saturday)

See Page S For
Changes Coming

CURRENT WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday: [Vigil]: 5:00 pm )
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30am, 11:30 am | el LR R0 1828 B2

CoNFEessions: Saturday, 3:30, Conference Center Classrooms

EMERGENCY ANOINTING OF THE SICK AFTER_HOURS:
CALL 602-212-6708 TO LEAVE A MESSAGE FOR A PRIEST.

OFFICE Hours: Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am—12 noon

PARISH STAFF:
Craig Cullity: Pastoral Associate, Interim D.R.E.
602-942-2608 Ext. 113 ccullity@stpaulsphoenix.org

Kathy Williams: Parish Secretary / Bulletin Editor
602-942-2608 Ext. 111 kwilliams@stpaulsphoenix.org
BULLETIN ARTICLES ARE DUE BY EMAIL OR ON PAPER

ON THURSDAY, TEN DAYS PRIOR TO SUNDAY
bulletin@stpaulsphoenix.org Or Call Kathy: 602-942-2608

Edward Seymour: Marriage Preparation / Annulments
602-942-2608 Ext. 120 eseymour@stpaulsphoenix.org

Sue Moravec: Liturgy Coordinator
602-942-2608 Ext. 121 liturgy@stpaulsphoenix.org

Joe Castellarin: Information Technology
602-942-2608  IT@stpaulsphoenix.org

JoJo Concepcion: Director of Music
602-942-2608 Ext 119 music@stpaulsphoenix.org

VISIT: WWW.DPHX.ORG/STAYHEALTHY

VISIT: WWW.STPAULSPHOENIX.ORG

FLOWERS FOR THE MARIAN ALTAR

Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020 Weekday, St. Teresa of Calcutta
5:00 pm Deanie Cornali & Fr. Bruno
CONFESSIONS: 3:30 PM—4:30 PM, Conf. Ctr Rms. 7,8,9 Fr. Bruno, Fr. Bitrus

Sunday, Sept 6, 2020 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

7:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Bruno

9:30 am Barb Homan Fr. Bruno
11:30 am Helen Romanowski i Fr. Bitrus
Monday, Sept 7, 2020 Weekday, Labor Day

8:00 am Legion of Mary i Fr. Bruno
*Private Mass ~ Miriam Gillis Fr. Bitrus

1:00 pm Zoom  Austin Drew Fr. Bill
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2020 The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00 am Jack Sanford 1 Fr. Bruno
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020 USA: St. Peter Claver, Priest

8:00 am Johnny Jones Fr. Bruno
*Private Mass Charles and Victoria Goergan & Fr. Bitrus
Thursday, Sept. 10, 2020 Weekday

8:00 am Pat and Ken Long (Anniversary) Fr. Bitrus
Friday, Sept. 11, 2020 Weekday

8:00 am Gary William Bensfield & Fr. Bruno
*Private Mass ~ Patricia “Trish” Folger Fr. Bitrus

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 Weekday, The Most Holy Name of Mary; BVM
5:00 pm Joe Grey & Fr. Bitrus
CONFESSIONS: 3:30 PM—4:30 PM, Conf. Ctr Rms. 7,8,9 Fr. Bruno, Fr. Bitrus

Masses may be moved; and please keep watching the bulletin for changes.
* Private Masses are not attended by parishioners, and may be celebrated
by the Priest at any time on that day.

Please note: The Mass schedule changes in October. Some 8:00 am
Masses will be changed to 12 noon to accommodate the new schedule, or
they may be said privately. Please keep watching the bulletin for any Mass
time changes of those Masses you plan to attend. Thank you.

Parishioners: Please pray for
Fr. Ishaya’s safe journey as he

embarks on his long-delayed vacation!
He will return and be ready to
celebrate the Mass after October 18.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Ps 5:5-7, 12; Lk 6:6-11, or, for Labor
Day, any readings from the Mass “For the Blessings of
Human Labor,”nos. 907-911

Tuesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;

Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23]

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;Lk 6:20-26

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,
23-24; Lk 6:27-38

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12;Lk 6:39-42

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;Lk 6:43-49

Sunday: Sir 27:30 — 28:7; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;

Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35
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Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 6, 2020
THE POWER OF FORGIVENESS
REvV. ISHAYA SAMAILA, PAROCHIAL VICAR

The 1994 Rwandan genocide left the citizens of the
country with many lessons. Rwanda is a country lo-
cated in East Africa, with a population of 12.3 million
as of 2018. A survey after the war reported that about
800,000 died during the war. The government that
succeeded was led by Paul Kagame, who wanted the
citizens to reconcile their differences. Therefore, rec-
onciliatory commissions were set up across the coun-
try. These commissions aimed at bringing the perpe-
trators of killings and their victims together, for heal-
ing going into the future. Ann-Marie Uwimana, was
one of the traumatized, having lost
her husband and four children dur-
ing the genocide. A man named
Celestin, one of the perpetrators of
the dastardly act that took her fam-
ily, found his way back to the
same community with Ann-Marie.
Although her world was shattered,
the Parish Priest spoke to Anne
Marie about the need to forgive
her offenders, in order to heal
completely. “The inability to for-
give is like cancer, it eats you
from the inside,” noted a mother
whose sixteen-year-old son was shot by a trigger-
crazy gunman. Ann-Marie did forgive Celestin and
started a friendship with him of sharing meals, faith
and other challenges. The dynamics of forgiveness
are transformative which leads to eternal peace.

The God in the Old Testament is a forgiving Creator,
and a Father: His encounter with Adam and Eve
leaves us with a Father who tolerated their disobedi-
ence. And He further opened new opportunities for
humanity, in order not to be condemned by original
sin. This is the reason why God sends priests, kings,
and prophets to reconcile the gap between Him and

His chosen ones. “Look, I am going to send my mes-
senger to prepare a way before me. And the lord you
are seeking will suddenly enter his Temple; and the
angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes,
he is coming, says Yahweh Sabaoth” (Malachi 3:1-2).

In the New Testament, Jesus Christ fulfills the law
and the prophets as the Old Testament foretold. It is
about the love of God and His unmerited mercy upon
humanity in this troubled world. Therefore, Jesus
Christ is the bridge to our Father, Creator. His cross is
a symbol of triumph and
glory. To benefit from his
suffering and sacrifice we
have to come to him as the
way, the truth and the life.
Jesus Christ in his messages
to St. Faustina Kowalska
says, ‘When you go to con-
fession, to this fountain of
my mercy, the Blood and
Water which came forth
from my Heart always flows
down upon your soul and
ennobles it. Every time you
go to confession, immerse yourself in my mercy, with
great trust, so that I may pour the bounty of my grace
upon your soul. When you approach the confessional,
know this, that I myself am waiting there for you. I
am only hidden by the priest, but I myself act in your
soul. Here the misery of the soul meets the God of
mercy. Tell souls that from this fount of mercy souls
draw graces solely with the vessel of trust. If their
trust is great, there is no limit to my generosity. The
torrents of grace inundate humble souls. The proud
remain always in poverty and misery, because my
grace turns away from them toward the humble souls
(Divine Mercy in My Soul; Retrieved 08/20/2020).

- -
Forgive your neighbor’s
then when you pray,

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Warn the wicked and try to turn them from their ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9).
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts (Psalm 95).
Second Reading — Owe nothing to anyone, except mutual love (Romans 13:8-10).

Gospel — If two agree about anything for which they pray, it shall be granted to them (Matthew 18:15-20).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.

All rights reserved.
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FRIENDS IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS

e Michelle Montinari e Dino DeNicola Ida Alonge Greg Pentkowski e Pat Cummings e John Assaf

e Harold Rotteger e Kathy Thielen e Jon Gordon e Mercy Rodriguez o Julie Del Brocco e Tillie Nortz
Margaret O’Brien e Larry Manion Dee Padilla o Gilbert Bracamonte e Linda Chavez e Lin Stoudt

e Mary Ann Agnes e Carmel Gioglio e Doug Davy e Jan Luchsinger e Larry Mackin e Lynn Licther
Curtis Luchsinger e Enrique Velez Mildred Rowe e Robert Lal.onde e Steve Engstler Phillip Vallar

e Fr. Bitrus Maigama e Fr. Joy Vargas e Jackie Ignacio e Bernadine Astesana

e Lisa McGlaughlin e“Mary” o Nadine Swartz e Arnold Moore

PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE

St. Paul Catholic Community celebrates your being called to the Sacrament of
Matrimony as you live out your Baptism. As a community, we want to give you
- all the tools to live your marriage vows now and forever.

The Diocese of Phoenix currently requires a minimum of nine months of prepara-
tion for the Sacrament of Matrimony. Couples must be registered, active parishion=
ers of St. Paul Parish and notify their parish at least nine months prior to their de-

sired wedding date.
N 1 'E
S
. tll

PARISHIONERS PLEASE NOTE: There has been a recent rash of emails & texts purporting to be coming from
“Fr Bruno” asking for gifts, money, cards etc. The staff has been receiving quite a few of these bogus emails and or texts. The
following is a sample of one:

“Do you have a moment I have a request I need you to handle discreetly. [ am going into a meeting now, no
calls so just reply my email.” The email then goes on to ask for the purchase of gift cards. There have also been texts to
phones. We are asking all parishioner who receive such correspondence to please delete the email asap and do not begin an online
conversation with a predator. The Police department is aware of these types of scams.  Thanks.

For the Diocese of Phoenix complete Marriage Policy ang more details, _
please visit the Sacraments page on our website: ;

www.stpaulsphoenix.org  Ed Seymour 602-942-2602

HYGIENE BAGS

Thank you to all who have continued to bring items for the Hygiene bags for Andre House and the home-
less. Patty and I have made and delivered another 150 bags. pants, socks and other clothing items.

Andre’ House say Thank You again for your generosity. Prayers be with you.  ~ Irene and Patty

PERPETUAL ADORATION SANCTUARY CANDLE: SEP. 6 — SEPT 20, 2020

For Fr. Bitwus Maigame, from St. Paul’s Parishioners.
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Coming this Fall
Mass & Confessions
Changes

. ;. W\
\!‘-‘.‘\2!4\; ,“‘\\ \\ "A \ MASS TIMES
Vemy A

Two Daily Masses (Mon-Fri)
7:30am and 12pm
CONFESSIONS New! 12pm (noon) daily Mass
New! Saturday Mass 7:30am
Weekend Masses:
Saturdays 3:30pm to 4:30pm in Saturday (Vigil) 5:00pm
Sunday 7:30am
Sunday 9:30am
Sunday 12:00pm

Conference Center

New! Wednesdays 11:30am-noon

Added opportunity for confession

on Wednesdays before noon Mass *Wednesday Confessions: 11:30 —noon
in Main Church

Starting October 1+, 2020
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Hope Remains: A Journey to Africa sy or sue torawec

(Final Chapter) Friday, February 21* and it is our last day in Kafanchan. The morning begins with usual 7am daily
Mass in Bishop chapel. This time, Mass is said by a new Bishop and the dynamics
change. During the Eucharistic prayer when the priest says we pray for ‘our Bishop’
now at every single Mass in the Diocese of Kafanchan, the prayer will be read for
‘Julius our Bishop.” As the new Bishop reflected, the most humbling part of being
Bishop was the thought that his name would be mentioned at every Mass. Unbeliev-
able. After Mass, the new Bishop would have his first meeting of all his priests at
the Diocese Pastoral Center in the compound. Fr. Victor and I decided to take a
walk in the compound and while walking priests were arriving for their meeting. In
one car after another, priests
were waving to us and thanking
us for coming to Kafanchan.
Fr. Victor and I had a great re-
flective walk as we continued
our “high” from yesterday’s
events. Tomorrow we would fly
out from Abuja to return home.
We were anxious since COVID
had hit New York and Europe
had already starting to close air- ~
ports.

I will be unable to type the
words to describe the difficulty
in saying good-bye to the reli-
gious sisters, priests, and my new family. All of them would miss Fr. Victor and I —
since together we were the life of the party. My Lord Bishop Julius would say he
would never be satisfied with words to express his gratefulness to us. I replied, a
simple Bishop blessing would suffice. With that Bishop Julius would bless Fr. Vic-
tor and I as we departed for Abuja.

God was truly watching over us because aside from a questionnaire check about
COVID symptoms we had a straightforward journey home. We flew to 6 hours to Ger-
many and then a 13+ hour flight direct to Las Vegas, then drive to Kingman. It was a
miracle that we got out on that day. The next day Sr. Nina was to depart from Abuja
and ended up spending 2 days sleeping at the airport. All flights canceled due to
COVID. On the third day, on a different airline managed to get a seat on a plane. It
would only be about 10 days later that US went on lock down.

Final Reflection: There was a black and white picture posted on social media whereby a
toddler was obviously sick grasping both sides of a toilet and his sister (about 4 years
old, I guess) was patting his back. The description said that a sister was helping her |
toddler brother who was battling cancer and was sick from chemotherapy. One posted
comment said it all — I no longer have any problems. Its true when you experience
Christ in others. This is my trip to Nigeria in a nutshell, a faith filled and constant en-
counter with Christ. Love of others at its highest point.

After a few months, the Muslim militants who kidnapped and murdered the seminarian | ¥
Michael were finally caught. If you remember, the militants jump over seminary walls | &
and kidnapped 4 seminarians. They released 3 but murdered Michael by shooting him |
in the back as he was ‘released’. They interrogated the militants asking them why they
killed Michael. The response was sobering. They killed him because he would not
stop preaching the Gospel. This gained worldwide attention and locally one of the

priests in our Diocese told me that I witnessed a future saint’s funeral. :

Continued at right on Page 7
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I often think of the Papal Nuncio from village outside of Mi-
lan. When COVID hit Italy, the hotspot was around Milan. 1
worried about his family and friends. Hundreds had died with
COVID in that area. Italy has lost hundreds of religious sis-
ters and priests from COVID.

Bishop Julius Kundi and Bishop George Dodo are of course
struggling with the COVID pandemic too and how to serve
God’s people. The closure of their country left many without
food, water, sick, dying alone. There are no savings accounts
or extra money, as most live day to day. Contrast the closure
of the US, where we complained about not having toilet pa- -t
per. Remarkably, in keeping contact with them, both are try- N .
ing to lift me up and remain hopeful. God is our strength, one e

writes. God will provide, another text. Such hope is why I b ‘
decided to share this trip. Hope is the one virtue that I have \ k% ~
always struggled with. Faith is our relationship with God. Love is God and how we share that love with others. I have
always tied hope to the resurrection when someone dies, but not much farther than that. But now I have a deeper appre-
ciation in hope. Hope is staying focused on our Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus and believing that in every moment,
good/bad, sick/health, pandemic/starvation/persecutions, we
know and believe God is there. It is in Him where hope re-

mains. i /\HI\/(}'%

a\"
TS
|

How can we share in this hope? We pray for the people of
Diocese of Zaria and Kafanchan, their Bishops and clergy. g
We support them in our hearts as they continue to supply this =
world both men and women in consecrated life and priest- !
hood. As I type this on 8-17-2020, there are 52 more mur-
dered Christians in Kaduna State and at this week’s Angelus,
Pope Francis asked everyone to pray for northern Nigeria.
Let keep praying (and perhaps a day of fasting) for our broth-
ers and sisters in faith, for our clergy and most especially our
Catholic Bishops who must shepherd His sheep through a
global pandemic. To quote Bishop George Dodo, “Catholics
take care of each other” and we do that united in faith and
love. God Bless.

Pray for the USA
Join Us!
Rosary for The United States of America
Mondays at 6:30pm in Main Church*
All Welcome!

But the plan of the Lord stands forever; the design of His heart,
through all generations. Blessed the nation whose God is the Lord, the
people He has chosen for His own inheritance. Psalms 33:11-13

*COVID-19 Precautions: Sit behind marked pews, masks encouraged, 6 feet
distancing entrance/exit. Pray from home if high risk or sick.
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WELCOME TO THE ST. PAUL’S FAMILY FORMATION CORNER

OUR FAMILY FORMATION NEWSLETTER

Dear St. Paul Parishioners

Please pray for the children and young adults of our parish who have been preparing for Confirmation and First Eucha-
rist. They have deepened their knowledge of Jesus Christ by studying the truths of our faith. They have been strength-
ened by God'’s grace and have been supported by their parents, their sponsors, and the prayers of our parish commu-
nity. We look forward to the presentation of:

July Baraban Gabriella Serafine
Brett Fitzgerald Eirinn Smith
Keilidh Gerity Cole Speirs
Sarah Hopper-Duran Andrew Sullivan
Piper Hornbeck Michael Sullivan
Andrew Kozak Jaden Vidallon
Skylynn Lovdahl-Hamlet Andrew Brule
Matthew McCauley Peter Brule
Gavin McLeod Jude Salman

These children will be receiving the sacraments next Sunday, September 13, 2020 at the 11:30 am Mass. May our pray-
ers, with God’s grace, continue to inspire them and lead them to the completion of their initiation. Please be aware,
this Mass may run longer than usual.

To DISCONTINUE YOUR CHURCH ENVELOPES: If you are giving online,
or otherwise DO NOT NEED your church envelopes, please email Kathy at
admin@stpaulsphoenix.org to discontinue your envelope mailing. Thank you!

Thank You for your Generosity and Faithful Giving.
Plate Collection for the Weekend of August 30, 2020

Mass Offertory $ 2,389 Debt Capital

Envelopes Received in Office $ 598 Debt Offerings Mass + Office $ 141 Capital Offerings Mass + Office ~ § 50
Online Giving $ 12,136 Debt Reduction Online Giving $__1.216 Capital Project Online Giving $_1.176
Total Plate Offering $ 15,123 Total Debt Reduction Offering $ 1,357 Total Capital Project Offering $ 1,226

Matching Gift Program from a generous Donor

New On-Line Giving Accounts this week: 1 New Online Giving Accounts Total: 78
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Thank You from Fr. Ishaya Samaila, Director of
RCIA

Thank you St. Paul Community in joining me in
prayers for our RCIA Candidates, Sponsors and
RCIA team. On Sunday June 14" at the 9:30am
Mass, we recognized and blessed them for the sum-
mer break.

Rite of Christian Initiation e wil] be restarting their weekly faithful journey on

for Adults Sept 10™. T ask that we continue to pray for them as
we plan the reception of the Sacraments of Initiation on Nov 8". Meanwhile, I
extend my heartfelt appreciation for Mary Ann Ronan who has graciously
volunteered to support RCIA.

Many may know or remember Mary Ann Ronan for the 25+ years she served
under Fr. Eugene O’Carroll here at St. Paul. We are truly blessed that she is
sharing her gifts of evangelization, catechesis and extensive knowledge of
Catholic Church. God has certainly touched her heart to volunteer and al-
ready impressed me with such inspiration and guidance to RCIA program.

<
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This tree is in honor of

IRENE GRAMZA

for her election as a
National Director
on the National Board
of the Catholic Daughters
of the Americas.

Honored by:
St. Paul's Council 15001
Knights of Columbus

L

L-R: Kirk LaPlante, Irene Gramza seated and Jack Swartz

THANK YOU TO ST. PAUL’S
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
#15001

The Knights of Columbus at St. Paul’s dedicated
a tree by Mary’s Garden for my election to the
Catholic Daughters of the Americas National
Board as a Director and for the work I have
accomplished at Church. The ceremony was
attend by my daughter, Women'’s Guild Mem-
bers, AZ State Court Officers and courts from
all over the state., along with many members of
the Knights of Columbus.

Thank you for this awesome
honor. I am truly humbled by it.

Blessings to everyone,
Irene Gramza

IRENE GRAMZA
HONORED BY KNIGHTS

Irene Gramza, longtime parishioner at
St. Paul’s parish, was honored by St.
Paul’s Knights of Columbus Council 15001 on August
27 for being elected a National Director on the Nation-
al Board of the Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas. Nearly 50 persons turned out in 105 degree
weather to see the unveiling and the homage paid to
Irene, including Knights of Columbus, a large contin-
gent of Catholic Daughters from around the state, and
other parishioners. A tree, with appropriate signage,
was planted on the parish campus honoring Irene. The
tree, a pink grapefruit, was contributed by Knight
Charles Kirkland and his wife Carolina, from their
company, “Blue Sage Landscaping.”

Grand Knight, Kirk LaPlante opened the meeting with
a prayer and salute to the American flag, with an ex-
planation and history of the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, an organization originally created for wives
of Knights. Prior Grand Knight and Financial Secre-
tary, Jack Swartz then gave a background of Irene and
the many things she has done for her organization, the
Women’s Guild, and the parish, as well as the Knights
of Council 15001. A permanent tree and sign were
placed in the Marian garden next to the Conference
Center. This was followed by remarks from honoree
Irene, who thanked the Knights and the Daugh-
ters. Photos were taken and the meeting was closed
with a prayer led by Lynn Wilson, State 2™ Vice
Regent of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas,
Arizona.
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Services, Inc.
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Price Guarantee
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CA Insurance # OC44185 St. Paul's Parish Member
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Amerprise Financial Services, Inc.

For All Your Financial Planning,
Investment and Insurance Needs
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