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Council 15001
Your Officers for 2020-2021
Grand Knight…………………….Kirk LaPlante
Chaplain………...Fr. Dindo “Bruno” Cuario
Asst. Chaplain..………….Fr. Ishaya Samaila
Deputy Grand Knight...Francis Abijaoude
Chancellor……..………...…….Bob Benincasa
Financial Secretary……….Jack Swartz, PGK
Trustee 3 yr…... .Richard Diefendorf, PGK
Trustee 2 yr.………………..Tom Russell, PGK
Trustee 1 yr………….………..Tom Nash, PGK
Recorder……..…………….……..Frank Dzielak
Advocate………………..…Gary Schulte, PGK
Treasurer……….……………………….Jim Cairo
Warden…………………………...James Wayne
Inside Guard…………………………...Don Kolb
Outside Guard (1)……..……..…Artie Hauer
Outside Guard (2)……………..Mike Murphy
Lecturer……………………………..Al Gillis, PGK
Appointed Officers
Communications……….………..Jim Gentner
Newsletter Editor……………………..Tom Karl
Editorial Staff………...…….Jack Swartz, PGK
Knights Website…………..John Blome, PGK

Remember—One new member,
per Council, per month.
This is the desire of the
Supreme Knight.
Can you help us
make it happen?
KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS
IN SERVICE TO ONE
IN SERVICE TO ALL

“Here I am Lord” ready to do your will. Yes, this is a favorite hymn among
many of us. But do we really understand the message? Yes, our Lord and
God is calling us to come forward, be individuals of substance to stand up
for those in need. Yes, I’m talking about those within our parish first and
then about those in the local community and those brothers and sisters
who are near and far. It’s time for all of us to step back and reevaluate
what we as Knights stand for and what we are trying to accomplish. It is a
time of Advent, where Advent symbolizes the present situation of the
church in these "last days" (Acts 2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as God's people wait
for the return of Christ in glory to consummate his eternal kingdom”. OK,
so are we ready if God calls us today?
Being ready has many connotations. It can mean being ready to go out the
door to the stores, being ready to take a test or ready for so many things
in our active lives or being ready to meet our Lord and God!
Covid-19 has brought out so many ideas, thoughts and fears that we each
must face and sometimes endure. “Be not afraid” is another hymn that is
full of ideas and meaning. Its story is that we need to “Trust in the Lord”.
So for each of our benefits, it’s time to be introspective and turn towards
prayer even more than we have in the past.
It has taken many years to find miracles to support Blessed Fr. McGivney
in the goal of the Knights of Columbus to make him Rev. Saint Michael
McGivney. It takes many prayers and time to hear God’s voice. It may be a
cry in the wilderness—a child who is hungry, a family in need or a Brother
Knight who needs our help.
All of these things are within the boundaries of what we in Council 15001
can and should do for ourselves, our families and community. No man is
an island—let’s be a community of believers who stand together to help
and support each other through prayer. Vivat Jesus!

For Fraternal Year 2020-2021
The State Theme is:
Living Our Faith Through Service and Charitable Deeds

Insurance Field Agent Wes Casaus
Wes.casaus@kofc.org
(623) 640-0436
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Grand Knight’s Column
Brother Knights and families of Council 15001,
This time of year is always special for Janet and me. Thanksgiving is in the rear view mirror and up
ahead is the season of Advent culminating in Christmas, the birthday of our Savior. In some respects
this year is no different, but in many ways it’s so completely different.
Grand Knight
Kirk LaPlante

Each year for the last umpteen years we have celebrated Thanksgiving in San Diego with family and
friends at our daughter’s house. NOT THIS YEAR!! I anticipate that at Christmas we will all be in much
the same situation, with this “new normal” in which we find ourselves. Back in late October, Pope Francis canceled
any public participation at the Vatican in Advent Masses and in particular Christmas Mass. So, YES this promises to be
a completely different Christmas, not only here in the States, but worldwide.
But still, there is so much to be thankful for…A line from the classic musical The Sound of Music seems appropriate
now…”These are a few of my favorite things.” But in this case, “These are a few of my favorite quotes”:
“O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with thankfulness.” William Shakespeare
“Keep your eyes open to your mercies. The man who forgets to be thankful has fallen asleep in life.” Robert Louis
Stevenson
“Reflect upon your present blessings—of which every man has many—not on your past misfortunes, of which all
men have some.” Charles Dickens
“In happy moments, PRAISE GOD. In difficult moments, SEEK GOD. In quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD. In painful
moments, TRUST GOD. Every moment, THANK GOD.” Rick Warren
"We ought to give thanks for all fortune: if it is good, because it is good, if bad, because it works in us patience,
humility and the contempt of this world and the hope of our eternal country." C.S. Lewis
“There is no better way to thank God for your sight than by giving a helping hand to someone in the dark.” Helen
Keller
“You ought to be thankful a whole heaping lot, for the places and people you’re lucky you’re not!” Dr. Seuss
And my personal favorite!!!
“When I started counting my blessings, my whole life turned around.” Willie Nelson

6 Scriptures of thanksgiving:
“The trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to the LORD. Accompanied by trumpets,
cymbals and other instruments, the singers raised their voices in praise to the LORD and sang: “He is good; his love
endures forever.” Then the temple of the LORD was filled with the cloud,” 2 Chronicles 5:13
“Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:19-20

“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.” Psalm 9:1
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.” Philippians 4:6
(Continued next page)
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“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.” Psalm 100:4
“We can give thanks in anything because Jesus Christ is Lord and He has overcome the world!” John 16:33
When PGK Tom Nash was GK he would end most meetings with a prayer that I absolutely love. I’m going to modify it ever so
slightly for this newsletter…
Lord of day and night, beginnings and endings, as we prepare to conclude this year, we once again lift up our hearts to You,
the Divine Source of All Life. We thank you for the gifts that we have been presented within this active service to the
community, for the gifts of fellowship and understanding, of mutual respect and shared vision.
We are grateful for the gifts of perseverance and insight into the common concerns we share. For these and all of your
graces, we are thankful. As you have blessed our coming together, now bless our departure and journeys homeward.
May your blessings be upon us in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
God bless you and your families!
Merry Christmas!!
Kirk LaPlante, GK
Council 15001

AZ SEMINARIANS BENEFIT FROM LARRY MACKIN’S WISHES
When our dear recently departed Brother and Sir Knight Larry Mackin passed away he stated that he would like anyone who
was interested in memorializing him to please contribute to the Arizona Seminarians Fund.
As we all know, Larry was a big supporter of the seminarians as he chaired our annual dinner for them on a number of occasions—and they lovingly called him “Chicken Larry” for his serving of chicken so many times.
It was announced at his funeral of his wishes to
help support the seminarians and a number of
Brothers stepped forward early; then at our
November membership meeting it was brought up
again and when all had turned in their pledges we
had exactly $1,000!! This delighted Larry’s widow
Judy and she along with GK Kirk LaPlante and PGK/
FS Jack Swartz made a trip to the Diocesan
Seminary to present the check to Father Paul
Sullivan on November 10th.
Father Sullivan was joined for the picture by several
current seminarians.
L. to R. : GK Kirk LaPlante, Fr. Paul Sullivan, Chris
Lukaszewski, David Vallier, Judy Mackin, Andrew
Geerling, Zachary Zazick, PGK/FS Jack Swartz and Fr.
Fernando Camou.
In all, 20 Knights contributed to the $1,000 fund; they were: Francis Abijaoude, Jim Cairo, Fred Cosme, Fr. Bruno Cuario,
Rich Diefendorf, Al Gillis, Artie Hauer, Bill Hintze, Greg Huelskamp, Tom Karl, Don Kolb, Kirk LaPlante, Dan McGinn,
Gary Parsons, Tom Russell, Rick Smith, Jerry Surdakowski, Jack Swartz, Martin Terminel, and Roel Zamora.
(A big thank you to Nadine Swartz for being the photographer)

4

Dear Brother Knights,

(This Item Will Be Published Monthly Until We Achieve 100% Participation)

I am sending this email in reference to the S.E.T course that was to have been completed by the end of
OCTOBER. Unlike last year, there will be no personal questions such as your social security number.

John VanCuyk

You can simply do the course on-line. However, if you did not take the course last year, you can go to the
foundation part. Put in your information and you’re ready to go. If you did take the course, you can simply
go to the renewal option.

I noticed that some of you have moved to another parish and you have not become a part of that KofC Council. If you wish to
transfer, please let me know so that I can remove your name from my files. Also, if you not wish to continue to be involved
with the Knights, please let me know that also.
The web site to get on-line is: https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org/
Should you have any questions about how to sign onto the site, please feel free to contact Joseph Castellarin
at: IT@stpaulsphoenix.org. He will be more than happy to help walk you through the process.
God bless and God bless America.
VIVAT, JESUS,
John Van Cuyk
H: (602) 375-2465
C: (602) 524-8002
jjvancuyk@gmail.com

Ready, S.E.T. Go!
Listed below will be the steps to get you into the S.E.T Training Program.
1) Go To your Search Engine (Internet Explorer, Firefox Mozilla, etc.)
2) www.stpaulsphoenix.org.ministries
3) Choose Ministries
4) On the drop down menu - Choose S.E.T.
5) Choose renewal instructions
6) Print instructions
7) Follow instructions
Please complete your S.E.T Training asap and send me a copy of your certificate.
My e-mail address is: jjvancuyk@gmail.com
For those Brothers who have already completed the course, Thank you.
Any questions, feel free to contact me or call the St. Paul's office.
Vivat, Jesus
John Van Cuyk
H: (602) 375-2465
C: (602) 524-8002
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FR. MARK AUNE TO VISIT ST. PAUL’S;
OFFERS MASS AT 9:30 A.M., SUNDAY, DEC. 27

Fr. Mark Aune

Father Mark Aune, a charter member of St. Paul’s Council 15001, and who was ordained
this past June in North Dakota, will be visiting Phoenix in December and will be the
celebrant at St. Paul’s Mass on Sunday, Dec. 27, at 9:30 a.m.

All individuals involved in the liturgy of that Mass (the Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors,
Cantors, Ushers, etc.) will be members of Council 15001.
All members of our Council are urged to plan to attend this Mass and to wear their K of C shirts and
badges.
Fr. Aune has been assigned to the Church of Corpus Christi, Bismarck, North Dakota as their part-time
Religion Teacher, at the Light of Christ Schools.
Let’s give Fr. Aune a big Phoenix and Council 15001 welcome as an active member of the clergy and our
Council.
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KNIGHTS ASSIST AT WOMEN’S CLINIC
Life Choices Women’s Clinic Director Sheila Riely reached out to Council 15001 for some manpower assistance on Saturday,
May 14th.
Coming to the rescue was our assigned
member to the Clinic, Brother Ernie Weege,
as well as Grand Knight Kirk LaPlante, who
showed up with work equipment bright and
early and worked most of the morning
helping prepare the clinic’s parking lot for
resurfacing, along with a couple of Knights
from other Councils, Don Kline from St. Joan
of Arc and Tony Ballargin from St. Gabriel’s.

KNIGHTS FACILITATE DISTRIBUTION OF BLANKETS TO VETERANS
Mary Van Buren, an active member of St. Paul’s parish and an accomplished seamstress,
recently made 20 wonderful blankets (5 Army, 5 Navy, 5 Air Force, and 5 Marine).
Mary then approached Council 15001 and asked our Council to distribute these blankets to
needy veterans. Our Knight Roel Zamora, a retired Veteran himself, volunteered to get them
to needy veterans.
Roel went to American Legion Post #144 in Glendale, where he knew veteran Bob Singer and
wife Geri, who work closely with a group called “Veterans First”. They got the blankets to a
disabled veterans home that their post supports. Council 15001 gives a special thanks to Mary
Van Buren for making the blankets, and to our member Roel Zamora for getting them to the
right veterans.

KNIGHTS HELP WOMENS GUILD WITH SHREDDING
November 21st saw Council 15001 providing manpower assistance to St. Paul’s Women’s Guild’s Shredding Project. Five
Knights, GK Kirk LaPlante, PGK/FS Jack Swartz, Don Kolb, Frank Dzielak and Nelson Mayo spent the morning unloading over
200 cars and dumping documents into the shredder. Irene Gramza chaired the project for the Guild.
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FALL BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESSFUL
Sunday, November 22nd, was the date for St. Paul’s Knights of Columbus Fall Blood Drive and it was a successful one.
Co-Chairmen Jim Soderlund and Jerry Surdakowski again were in charge of this critical program that is especially needed
during the current pandemic.
We also received the following communications from Janet Pearson, Donor Recruitment Representative from the Vitalant
Organization. “Good morning Jerry and Jim, The results are in and you exceeded goal. You had 32 people through interview
resulting in 30 successful donations of which three people did a power red and one person did a plasma. This brings your
results to 103% of both procedure and product goal. Please forward my gratitude to all who came out to donate and helped
open up the hall to make it happen. And thank you both for your continued efforts in getting donors signed up to come in and
donate.
Your next blood drive is tentatively scheduled for March 21 st. Are you able to confirm this date and do you think we could use
O’Carroll Hall again? In addition to the March date I have put the 2021 dates below. If you can confirm them as well that
would be great. If not I will continue to check back.”
Note: Our GK Kirk LaPlante is checking with Kathy in the parish office to see if we can reserve O’Carroll Hall for next Spring for
this event.

Boots Bouterie, with Knights
Artie Hauer and GK Kirk LaPlante

Co-Chairman Jim Soderlund and
Jerry Surdakowski taking a break,

Knight John Van Cuyk recuperating
after donating blood

Thought From Last Month (by Editor)
Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous.
Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.
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FINALLY! Some GOOD NEWS in 2020!
Be sure to share this with all our Brother Knights! Here’s a GREAT OPPORTUNITY to introduce more men into our Order with a FREE FIRST
YEAR MEMBERSHIP! https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join
If you enter my Field Agent PROMO CODE WCASAUS when using the above link to JOIN the KOFC, any new member who signs up will get
their first year membership at no cost! That’s a $30 savings on the membership fee and makes it easier for you to invite men to join our
Order to learn more about the Knights of Columbus!!! And we all know that our memberships in the Knights of Columbus IS PRICELESS!
THIS OFFER IS ONLY VALID FOR THE REMAINDER OF 2020!

Insurance
Some of the Basics
How does life insurance work?
By purchasing a life insurance policy and paying premiums you ensure that when you die, your beneficiary (or beneficiaries) will
ceive a lump sum, also known as a death benefit.

re-

What is whole life insurance?
Whole life is a permanent life insurance product that provides money to your family when you die, and builds cash value while you live.
Permanent life insurance is guaranteed and a great way to provide security for your family. Click here to learn more about permanent
life insurance.
What is term life insurance?
Term insurance provides affordable protection to your loved ones for temporary needs and is designed to expire as your financial obligations expire. Our term insurance rates are guaranteed for the life of your policy, as is the amount of money that would be paid to
your family should you pass away.
How much life insurance do I need?
Your life insurance needs depend on your current and future financial obligations. Your field agent who is also a brother Knight is available to meet with you at your convenience and analyze the needs of you and your family.
What is a premium?
A premium is the amount of money you pay for your insurance policy. Premiums can be fixed or flexible, depending on your coverage.
What is a beneficiary?
A beneficiary is the person (or persons) who will receive the proceeds of your life insurance policy when you die.
What is underwriting?
Underwriting is the process through which insurers evaluate the risk of insuring a person and use that information to determine eligibility and set premium pricing for insurance policies.
These are truly just a few of the items that Life Insurance Professional are
asked on a nearly daily basis. While we may think of these items as simple and
easy as bread and butter on the table, the average person does not. That is
where your Insurance Professional comes in to help you figure out what it is
that you need, that you want and what is now available to your to purchase.
An old cliché say “come see me today and I can say you some money”. My
business is not only to save you money but protect your loved ones and your
investments which you entrust to me.
Call me today and let me explain how I can help you!
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Birthdays—December 2020
Dec 03
Dec 05
Dec 10
Dec 14
Dec 23
Dec 26
Dec 28

Dec 02
Dec 07
Dec 15
Dec 31

Tom Smith
Joe Schumacher
Joel Glynn
Ray Rossetti
Larry O’Brien
Peter Nguyen
Charles Kime

Jackie Gentner
Kim Doorley
Bernie Hintze
Wilma Mayo

NOTE: Wives’ birthday list was taken from the Council Membership Survey which was turned in by members of the Council.
We would really like every member to complete this survey
so that we can have the most complete and accurate birthday listing available

Our Knights In Action
During the past Fraternal Year, PGK Richard Diefendorf sent a full year listing of the types of volunteer service hours, in a form
format, to each member. We will try to continue that by providing a two-month list for you to fill out and give to the Financial
Secretary. You may also include any ministries that your wife and family participate in. This means that you may include time for
any and all parish ministries: EM, Adorer, Usher, Lector, Altar Server, Dusting Angels, RCIA, teaching or assisting at Catechesis,
prayer shawls, decorating the Church at Christmas and Easter, attending Degree ceremonies, and of course the picnic and Campus
cleanup. These are only a few of the things we and our Families do.

Monthly Record of Volunteer Service Hours for Council 15001
Name:_____________________________________________

November

December

2nd Sunday P.P. Rosary ________________________

Campus Cleanup ________________________

Donut Sunday ________________________

Christmas Altar/Church Decorating ________________

Servers ________________________

Bishop’s Rosary _____________________

EM ________________________

2nd Sunday P.P. Rosary ________________________

Lector ________________________

Donut Sunday ________________________

Adoration ________________________

Servers ________________________

Other: ________________________

EM ________________________

Lector ________________________
Adoration ________________________
Other: ________________________
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December
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2 General Meeting in

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

O’Carroll Hall at
7:00 p.m.

6

7

8

9

Our Lady of
Guadalupe

13 Rosary

14 Officers’

at Planned
Parenthood

Meeting RM 8
at 7:00 p.m.

20 Dues notice sent 21 Decorate St.
to members.

27Fr. Mark Aune

15

17

16

up.

22

23

24 Bishop’s

Paul’s
Church

28

19 KofC Banners

18

Rosary at
Planned
Parenthood

29

30

25

26
Christmas Day

31

Mass 9:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events For December 2020/January 2021
Listing of events currently available
Dec 02 General Meeting O’Carroll Hall 7:00 p.m.
Dec 13 Rosary at Planned Parenthood
Dec 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe
Dec 14 Officers’ Meeting Rm 8, 7:00 p.m.
Dec 19 KofC Banners up
Dec 20 Dues notices mailed
Dec 21 Decorate St. Paul’s Church
Dec 24 Bishop’s Rosary at Planned Parenthood
Dec 25 Christmas Day
Dec 27 Fr. Mark Aune Mass celebrated
Dec 31 New Year’s Eve
Jan 06
Jan 10
Jan 17
Jan 19
Jan 22
Jan 26
Jan 31

General Meeting
PPR – Annual Meeting of PGK’s
Donut Sunday (?)
Officers Meeting
Priests’ Appreciation Dinner (?)
Semi-annual Audit
Donut Sunday (?)

Remember: Hot water and soap
will shorten the life of a virus.
Also, wearing a mask may also
make a difference.
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Prayer to End Abortion
We often discuss in the newsletters and during General Meetings the need to have Rosary
Sunday, which is the second Sunday of each month. While many of you are able to take some
time out of your valuable day, it would be a great example to yourselves, your family and
your parish to make an appearance as often as possible. Every prayer is valuable to you and
to our Blessed Mother Mary. It is through Her that we ask for God’s intercession to stop the
needless killing of convenience that is occurring. So once again, we ask you to try to come to
as many of the Rosary Sundays as possible during each year.
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my
life,
And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters.
I know there is nothing that destroys more life
than abortion,
Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death
by the Resurrection of Your Son.
I am ready to do my part in ending abortion.
Today I commit myself
Never to be silent,
Never to be passive,
Never to be forgetful of the unborn.

I commit myself to be active in the pro-life
movement,
And never to stop defending life
Until all my brothers and sisters are protected,
And our nation once again becomes
A nation with liberty and justice
Not just for some, but for all.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen!

For Those Who Are Sick & Distressed
Father, your Son accepted our sufferings to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness.
Hear the prayers we offer for our sick Brothers or their relatives:
Gary & Dema Schulte, Fr. Mark Aune,
Mike & Chris Murphy, Collette Thompson, Rick Razzano,
Colin Russell, Chuck Kime, Cecile Calderon, Ave Marie Leonard,
Diane Russell, Carol Dzielak, Nadine Swartz,
Bob and Martha Caseldine, Georgette Wayne and Malek Abijaoude.
May all who suffer pain, illness or disease realize that
they are chosen to be saints and know that
they are joined to Christ in his suffering
for the salvation of the world,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Always keep in mind the unborn who were never given a chance of life.

In Memoriam—All Deceased Knights Of Council 15001—May You Rest In Peace
Milford Naseman, John Cummings, Ross Thompson, John Bagley, Dick Kuehn, Patrick McDonald*, James Gordon, Jim Cassidy,
Mike Replogle, Amando Trillo, Tom Callan*, Jon Weaver, Fr. Bob Binta*, Jim Pettit, Joe Gray Larry Mackin* (* Charter member)

Attention All Event Chairmen: After your event, please ensure that photos are sent to your Newsletter Editor for
inclusion in the next newsletter.

Newsletter Approved by:
Newsletter Editor: Tom Karl
Assistant Editor: PGK Jack Swartz
GK Kirk LaPlante
Email: tkarl@charter.net
Email: jnswartz1@cox.net
Submission of newsletter articles should be sent to your Newsletter Editor
not later than the 25th of the month.
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