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Remember—One new member, per 

Council, per month. 
 

This is the desire 

of the Supreme Knight.  

Can you help us make it happen? 

Council 15001 

Your Officers for 2024-2025 

Grand KnightΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦCharley Billingsley, GK 
ChaplainΧΦΧ............Fr. Dindo άBrunoέ Cuario  
Asst. Chap.Fr. Adeodatus "Deo" Rwehumbiza 

Deputy Grand KnightΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦEd Fischer 
ChancellorΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΦAndy Picard 

Financial SecretaryΧΦΦΧΧΦKirk LaPlante, PGK  
TreasurerΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΦΧΦPhil Tabita, PGK 

Trustee 3 yrΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΦ.Daniel McGinn, PGK 
Trustee 2 yrΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΦFrancis Abijaoude, PGK 
Trustee 1 yrΧΧΧΦΦΧRichard Diefendorf, PGK 
AdvocateΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΦΦGary Schulte, PGK 
RecorderΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΦRick Smith 
WardenΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦArtie Hauer 
Inside GuardΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦ..Tom Roggenkamp 
Outside Guard όмύΦΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΦΧ.....Fred Cosme 
Outside Guard όнύΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΦAl Gillis, PGK 

 
Appointed Officers 

LecturerΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦGary DeGregorio 
Info. Technical Director.ΧΧΦΦΦΦNelson Mayo 
CommunicationsΧΧΦΦΧΦΧΧΧΧΦJim Gentner 
Newsletter Editor/Publisher..Tom Karl, PGK 
Editorial StaffΧΧΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΦTed Cherekos 
Knights WebsiteΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦJohn Blome, PGK 
4th Degree Coordinator...Gary Schulte, PGK 

      K N I G H T S  

   OF COLUMBUS 
       IN  SERVICE  TO  ONE 

        IN  SERVICE  TO  ALL 

 

Insurance Field Agent Wes Casaus 

Wes.casaus@kofc.org 

(623) 640-0436 

For Fraternal Year 2022-2023  

The State Theme is:  

Protector of Life 2021-2022 

 Have we arrived at the doldrums of Summer yet? Doldrums may be thought 
as an act of stagnation, but we as Knights do not want to be thought of as 
such—that we are not doing anything. The doldrums of Summer can happen 
only if you allow it to occur! One of the meanings, apart from stagnation is 
depression and that is what we must guard against. But how do we do that? 
 

Staying active is a key component ensuring that we do not become a person  
who is complacent and uncaring. We must try to greet each day with a form of 
renewed vigor and sense of purpose. Get out there and help others. Go for a 
walk during the coolest part of the day. It is up to us to do something to keep 
ourselves active and interested in what we do and in what we accomplish.  
 

When was the last time you checked on your elderly neighbor, friend, aunt, 
uncle or brother/sister? Thinking about others puts you in the mood to help 
others without feeling that you are being taken advantage of without some 
feeling of accomplishment. ThatΩs when you get that fuzzy feeling in your self 
that says άIΩve done good today and helped God do His will through meέΗ 
 

Much of this can apply to our activities as Knights. Going to a monthly rosary 
at Planned Parenthood or helping with blood drives or bingo can make a real 
difference to oneΩs life. It can help you get that feeling of accomplishment and 
perk you up for the day.  
 

So, as we start to think of the end of Summer and try to once again envision 
the cooler temperatures of Fall, letΩs rejoice each day that our loving Father in 
Heaven has given us as a chance to enjoy our lives. Wipe away the doldrums 
of your lives and look for the opportunity to be a faithful servant of the Lord.  
 

Yes, Brothers, it is up to each of us to prepare ourselves as individuals, as men 
of Christ, as Knights of Columbus as well as faithful husbands, fathers, uncles 
or just as men of the parish. It is our community which needs our help to again 
fulfill the needs of our Lord as we evangelize to others what a Christian is 
about! Let your faith transform you and your culture in all you do. 

 

Insurance Field Agent Wes Casaus 

Wes.casaus@kofc.org  

PH:(623) 640-0436 

For Fraternal Year 2024-2025  

The State Theme is:  

Faith Transforms Culture 
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    Grand KnightΩs Column 
                   

Dear Brother Knights and families, 
 

This month, we are called to honor our esteemed founder, Father Michael McGivney, on his Feast Day, 
August 13th. This tradition is not merely a ritual but truly a spiritually enriching practice for all Knights of 
Columbus Councils.  
 

Father McGivney, was a visionary of profound faith who laid the cornerstone for a brotherhood that now 
supports more than 2 million members and their families worldwide. Celebrating his feast day invites us 

to delve deeply into his enduring legacy of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  
 

His life was a testament to his unwavering commitment to aiding those in need, particularly widows and orphans. Moreover, 
this celebration fortifies the spiritual bond among members, while serving as a reminder of our shared values and the vital   
importance of faith in action. It also provides a sacred moment to pray for Father McGivneyΩs canonization, acknowledging his 
exemplary life and his significant contributions to the Church. Intentions will be made for his canonization at St. PaulΩs Masses 
that day.  
 
In essence, honoring Father McGivneyΩs feast day not only reinforces the principles he championed but also encourages us to 
embody his legacy in our daily lives, living out the Gospel with renewed fervor and dedication.  
 
To further foster and fortify our spiritual bonds, St. PaulΩs has unveiled a new, inviting outdoor location on campus. The Queen 
of Families Garden, completed with the placing of our Blessed Virgin Mary statue during the week of July 14th, was established 
to commemorate St. PaulΩs upcoming 50th Jubilee in 2026. This beautiful and peaceful space provides the public with a place 
for prayer and reflection. It includes legacy bricks purchased by St. PaulΩs families, ministries and support organizations.  
 

May this sacred space and our celebration of Father McGivneyΩs feast day inspire us all to deepen our faith and commitment to 
serving others.  
 
Please try to attend the upcoming Laugh-4-Hope stand-up comedy night, scheduled for August 23rd at the Xavier College Prep. 
This evening promises to be filled with laughter and wholesome entertainment, all in support of the Life Choices WomenΩs 
Clinic. It is an event designed to bring joy and laughter to adults and older children alike, while ensuring an atmosphere that is  
light-hearted fun that will leave you in stitches.  
 

This event is not merely about laughter; it is about fostering a sense of community and solidarity within the Valley. All the     
proceeds from this night will benefit local, non-profit, low-cost healthcare centers that serve women and children in need 
across the Greater Phoenix area, including the Life Choices WomenΩs Clinics and their mobile unit, the HOPE Mobile. Your           
participation will help uplift and support these vital services. Tickets are available at our August Council Meeting or contact   
Kirk LaPlante - $25 each.  
 

Additionally, I would like to remind you of our ongoing commitments:  
 ω Second Sunday Rosaries at Planned Parenthood.  
 ω Monthly Council meetings on the first Wednesday at 7 p.m.  
 

Building our membership remains a top priority for our Council. If you encounter someone who you believe would make a 
good Knight, please invite them to consider joining our Council. You can share the online membership sign-up tool with them 
by going to: https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-kofc.html  
 

Let us come together in faith and fellowship, supporting one another and our community.  
 
Peace and blessings, Charley Billingsley Grand Knight '24-'25 St. PaulΩs Council 15001  
 
Vivat Jesus!  
 

Charley Billingsley Grand Knight '24-'25  
St. PaulΩs Council 15001. 
billingsley@mac.com 
Talk or Text: 602.524.5034 

Grand Knight 

Charley Billingsley  
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In Memoriam 
Donald H. Kolb 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sir Knight Donald Kolb made his way to Heav-
en on Monday July 22nd. Please keep Don, as 
well as Nancy and their family, in our prayers.  

 
May both of our Brother Knights rest in the peace of the Lord. 

(Extracted from Hansen Mortuary obituary) 
Donald Henry Kolb, 89, grew up in Chicago, where he attended St. Francis de Sales 
Catholic High School, and finished at Archbishop Quigley Preparatory Seminary. He 
then returned to St. Francis de Sales Catholic High School to graduate. 
 
Don was blessed with four marriages throughout his life. His first marriage, lasting 
24 years, was to Marilyn Korpas, with whom he had two children: Mark (Mary) Kolb 
and Donna (Joseph) Gawlik. After Marilyn's passing, he found love again and was mar-
ried to Nancy Sue Munn for 19 years until her passing. His third marriage was to Helen 
Marie Sebahar, lasting seven years until her passing. In 2011, he married Nancy Koch, 
who stood by his side until his final days. 
 
After high school, Don started working as a mail delivery associate with AT&T. During 
his time there, he worked on a six-month temporary assignment in Alaska, installing 
phonelines from the continental United States to Alaska. Later in his career, he was in 
charge of building management in five western states. He retired at the age of 58. 
After retiring from AT&T, he moved with Nancy to Phoenix to begin his άMr. Fix-itέ 
business, which involved maintaining "snowbirds'" homes while the residents were 
away for the summer.  
 
He was an active member of St. PaulΩs Roman Catholic Parish of Phoenix, where he served as a Eucharistic minister, a Lector, 
and an altar server. He was a member of the Knights of Columbus (Fourth Degree), demonstrating his commitment to faith, 
charity, and community service. 
 
Don followed all of the Chicago athletic teams, especially the White Sox, rather than άthe other team.έ He had a passion for 
skiing, serving as a president of a Chicago ski club and experienced trips to various countries. Additionally, he enjoyed golfing 
and was proud of achieving two hole-in-ones during his golfing adventures. He will be remembered for his generosity and 
work ethic, and his love for family and friends.  

September 2, мфоп—July 22, 2024 
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In Memoriam 

 

George H. Mendell 
Charter Member Council 15001 

 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Prepare Early 
 

George was a Korean war veteran of the 
Marine corps entered into service in 1952 

where he served 3 years.  

He spent 30 years as a state planner for 
Arizona State highway division and his 
weekends working for the Arizona horse 

racing commission.  

September 26, мфон—July 13, 2024 
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4th Degree News and Notes 
 

Each month, we would like to include news and notes about the 4th Degree of our Order.            
Several of our 15001 Council members also belong to the 4th Degree and are members of the 
άBishop William Z. Gomes Assembly ІмулрέΦ   

Each άDegreeέ of the Knights of Columbus is associated with a particular virtue with the three 
items being—Charity, Unity and Fraternity and the Fourth Degree being άPatriotismέ or as it has commonly become known as 
άThe Patriotic DegreeέΦ   
 
The members meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month at St. JosephΩs Catholic Church at 11020 N 40th Street at 7:00 p.m.  
The church is located on 40th St., between Shea Blvd. and Cactus Rd.  

 

JOIN THE FOURTH DEGREE 

 
If you are over 18 years of age; a citizen of the country in which you reside; a practical 
Catholic in union with the Holy See; and you are a Third Degree member in good standing, 
itΩs time to consider joining the ranks of the Fourth Degree.  

 
To learn more about the Patriotic Degree and how to join its ranks, contact your local 
Council, the Vice Supreme Master in your area or the Supreme Council today. 

 
For Council 15001, you may contact Sir Knight (SK) Gary Schulte or Ted Cherekos.  
 
 
 

 

SILVER ROSE—A HIGHER PURPOSE 
 
Share the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe and promote respect for life by participating in this meaningful      
pilgrimage. The Silver Rose program demonstrates the unity between Knights of Columbus in Canada, the United 
States and Mexico, through a series of prayer services promoting the dignity of all human life and honoring         
Our Lady. 
 

Each year, from early March through mid-December, Silver Roses are stewarded by Knights of Columbus Councils along routes from     
Canada to Mexico. Every stop the Silver Rose makes throughout the pilgrimage is a rosary-centered occasion for Knights, parishioners and 
community members to pray for respect for life, for the spiritual renewal of each nation, and for the advancement of the message of     
Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 

 

ROUTE 1 2024 SCHEDULE 
March 24 - April 27, Alaska 
April 28 – June 1, Washington 
June 2 – July 6, Idaho 
July 7 – August 3, Oregon 
August 4 – August 31, Nevada 
September 1 – September 28, California 
September 29 – October 26, Arizona 
October 27 – November 23, New Mexico 
November 24 – December 12, Mexico 

ROUTE 7 2024 SCHEDULE 
March 24 – May 18, California 

May 19 – June 15, Arizona 

June 16 – July 13, New Mexico 

July 14 – December 7, Texas 

December 8 – December 12, Mexico 
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Rosary At Planned Parenthood 
By: PGK Kirk LaPlante 

 

Given summer vacation schedules and Mike Aguilar's absence 

due to illness (he typically leads this rosary), we were fortunate 

to have three Knights praying the rosary in front of Planned 

Parenthood at our usual day and time on the second Sunday of 

July. Brothers Jim Soderlund, Gerry Campos, and Kirk LaPlante 

(shown at left) dedicated their morning to this important cause. 

 

That Sunday held particular significance. The day before, on July 

13th, an assassination attempt was made on former President 

Trump. Our prayers, therefore, focused on two pressing matters: the horror of 

abortion and the shocking attempt on the former president's life. 

 

We discussed the extraordinary nature of the assassination attempt, recognizing that mere millimeters, even a slight turn of 

President TrumpΩs head, could have changed everything. We agreed the day before we had witnessed divine intervention.   

Since then, numerous public figures, both Catholic and other Christians, have spoken about GodΩs protection of Trump. Many 

Catholics, noting that the attempt occurred on the anniversary of the third apparition of Fatima, see the hand of Our Lady in 

this miraculous event, similar to her intervention during the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II on May 13th, the        

anniversary of the first apparition.  

 

The Blood on the Ear: A Biblical Take on a Modern Event 

The image of former President Trump wounded by a bullet to the right ear, captured in photographs, has undoubtedly left a 

lasting impression. In the Bible, however, blood on the right ear (Leviticus 8:22-24 and 14:28) carries a specific meaning. It 

serves as a visible mark of consecration, signifying dedication to God's service and being set apart for a sacred purpose. This 

act represents a physical and spiritual transformation, preparing the individual for their holy role. 

Let's explore the deeper significance of this symbolism: 

 

·       The Right Ear: Hearing and Obedience In ancient times, the right ear was considered the most important, as it 

received the words of God. Blood on the right ear, therefore, symbolizes attentiveness and obedience to divine        

instruction. 

 

·       Blood: Life, Sacrifice, and Atonement Blood in the Bible often represents life, sacrifice and atonement. In this 

context, the blood signifies purification and consecration, a washing away of sin to prepare for service. 

 

·       Consecration: Set Apart for God Consecration describes the act of setting someone or something apart for a    

specific holy purpose. The blood on the right ear signifies dedication to God. 

 

·       Priestly Consecration (Leviticus 8) In Leviticus 8, the application of blood to the right ear of Aaron and his sons 

consecrates them as priests. This act sets them apart as intermediaries between God and the people. 

 

·       Purification (Leviticus 14) In Leviticus 14, the blood applied to the right ear of a person being cleansed symbolizes 

their purification and restoration to the community. 

 

 Important to Note: These comments explore the symbolism of blood on the right ear in the Bible.   

 Making any religious interpretations of the event involving former President Trump is up to each of us as Catholics.  
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What is COR? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

άCorέ is Latin for άheart.έ   
 

Catholic MenΩs Fellowship is a new initiative by the Knights of Columbus to help Catholic men grow in faith and virtue.  

 

It involves regular gatherings, outside the monthly Council business meeting, where Catholic men can pray, learn and bond 

with each other. The Cor initiative aims to form and strengthen Catholic men as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Cor initiative by the Knights of Columbus offers several benefits for Catholic men: 

Spiritual Growth: Cor provides opportunities for prayer, reflection, and spiritual formation. It encourages men to deepen their 
relationship with God and grow in faith. 

 
Fellowship: Men can connect with other Catholic brothers, forming a supportive community. Regular gatherings allow for 
bonding, sharing experiences, and building lasting friendships. 

 
Formation: Cor sessions focus on learning and formation. Topics may include Scripture, Church teachings, virtues, and practi-
cal ways to live out the faith. 

 
Missionary Discipleship: Cor aims to form men as missionary disciples of Jesus Christ. Participants are encouraged to share 
their faith with others and actively engage in evangelization. 

 
Accountability: Being part of a group provides accountability. Men can encourage each other to live virtuous lives and support 
one another in their spiritual journey. 

 
Remember that the specific benefits may vary based on local Cor groups and their activities.  
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=070e48bd8b9fdd75JmltdHM9MTcyMjAzODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zNGU2YjQzNS1mZWMzLTY2MjItMDAyNC1iYmNmZmZiYzY3ZWUmaW5zaWQ9NTg4Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=34e6b435-fec3-6622-0024-bbcfffbc67ee&psq=knights+of+columbus+cor+program&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cu
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a3a0836bd385770aJmltdHM9MTcyMjAzODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zNGU2YjQzNS1mZWMzLTY2MjItMDAyNC1iYmNmZmZiYzY3ZWUmaW5zaWQ9NTg5Mg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=34e6b435-fec3-6622-0024-bbcfffbc67ee&psq=knights+of+columbus+cor+program&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cu
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a3a0836bd385770aJmltdHM9MTcyMjAzODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zNGU2YjQzNS1mZWMzLTY2MjItMDAyNC1iYmNmZmZiYzY3ZWUmaW5zaWQ9NTg5Mg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=34e6b435-fec3-6622-0024-bbcfffbc67ee&psq=knights+of+columbus+cor+program&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cu
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e49af3576016bad2JmltdHM9MTcyMjAzODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zNGU2YjQzNS1mZWMzLTY2MjItMDAyNC1iYmNmZmZiYzY3ZWUmaW5zaWQ9NTg5Nw&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=34e6b435-fec3-6622-0024-bbcfffbc67ee&psq=knights+of+columbus+cor+program&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cu
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Manny and Mary Gomez representing SVDP are to the left.  Manny is the President 
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Check Presented To Sister Rose 

 

Charity is the key word to the work of the Knights of Columbus. When Council 15001 found out that Sister Rose would be    
unable to take a much needed vacation, our Knights came to the forefront and collected money on her behalf.  
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Council мрллмΩs Officer Installation 2024 

On July 3, 2024, our Council members and families attended our annual Knights of Columbus officer installation in OΩCarroll 

Hall on the St PaulΩs campus.  The ceremony was presided over by our District 25 District Deputy Rich Ryan and was assisted 

by his District Warden, Tony Ordonez.   

 

The ceremony included the annual passing of the gavel.  The gavel was passed from Past Grand Knight Dan McGinn to our  

incoming Grand Knight Charles Billingsley .   

Introducing our 2024-2025 Officers 

  Grand Knight: Charles Billingsley     Deputy Grand Knight:  Ed Fischer  

  Chancellor: Andy Picard    Treasurer: Phil Tabbita, PGK  

  Advocate: Gary Schulte, PGK    Recorder:  Rick Smith 

  Warden: Artie Hauer     Inside Guard :Tom Roggenkamp  

  Outside Guard #1 : Fred Cosme    Outside Guard #2:  Al Gillis 

  3 yr. Trustee:  Dan McGinn, PGK   2 yr. Trustee:  Francis Abijaoude, PGK 

  1 yr.  Trustee:  Richard Diefendorf, PGK   Financial Secretary: Kirk LaPlante, PGK  

  Chaplain: Fr. Bruno Cuario    Asst. Chaplain :  Fr. Adeodatus Rwenhumbiza 
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Recognition of a Special Member of our Council and St PaulΩs Parish 

Our officer installation ceremony concluded with a very special presentation recognizing the service of fellow member of Bob 
Waugh.  Bob will be moving to Texas to be closer to his sons.  Our Council thanks Bob Waugh for everything he has done for 
the Council and St PaulΩs parish. Best Wishes!!!  . 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo (above left):  Past Grand Knights Dan McGinn (2023), Kirk LaPlante (2019-2020), Tom Nash (2018), Al Gillis (2013),  
Richard   Diefendorf (2017, 2019), Bob Waugh (center), Tom Russell(2018) and Francis Abijaoude (2022).   
 

 

July 2024 Blood Drive 
 

Despite the oppressive Arizona Summer Heat, our Council held its Blood 
Drive on July 14 2024.   
 
The blood drive took place  in the St PaulΩs Conference Center. Thirty Eight 
Donors came to the blood drive.   
 
You have always heard άDonating Blood Saves Livesέ - this is a very true 
statement. Our efforts will help save as many as 91 people in our community 
hospitals.    
 
A special thank you needs to go out to our Blood Drive Chairmen—Tom Van 
Buren and Jerry Surdowski.   Thank you, Brothers.    

 
The next blood drive will be on November 17, 2024.   Please pass the word to anyone interested in donating blood. 
 

A plaque for his service was presented by  
Grand Knight Charles Billingsley 
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Family of the Month 
 

In our commitment to developing strong and vibrant families, the Knights of Columbus is proud to present 
to you our Family of the Month program. This program is a crucial part of our Domestic Church mission. 
Families are the Domestic Church, the first educators, the source of growth in charity, love, and faith, and 
the source of many vocations.  We are honored today to recognize the Picard family as our CouncilΩs July 
family of the month since they are a shining example of these values.  
 

Family of the Month —July 2024 
The Picard Family 

 
The PicardΩs have been members of the St PaulΩs parish for five years.  
As a family, the PicardΩs regularly attend our 9:30 am Sunday Mass.  
The Picard family has committed their time and talents to our parish.  
The family has participated in the Lenten Stations of the cross and 
they are part of the St PaulΩs Family Faith Formation program.  Our 
Family Faith Formation program fosters the learning and development 
of faith within the family, often at the kitchen or dining room table.   
Their son, Jack, received his sacraments at St PaulΩs in June of this 
year.  Jack has also joined as an altar server to serve our parish.  Andy 
is an active member and officer of our Council.  He has been our  
CouncilΩs principal organizer of our CouncilΩs annual άKite Dayέ with  
AZ Sunshine Soccer League.  The Arizona Sunshine Soccer league is a   
non-profit organization serving special needs students in the Phoenix 
Area.   
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St PaulΩs Council Welcomes Our New Assistant Chaplain 
Fr. Adeodatus Rwehumbiza  

 
Our Council and Parish welcomes Fr Adeodatus άFr. Deoέ Rwehumbiza.  He comes to us from the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Bukoba in Tanzania.  The City of Bukoba has a population of 144,938 (2022 Census) and it the city is located in the Northwest 
Tanzania on the Southwestern Shore of Lake Victoria.   The Roman Catholic Diocese of Bukoba has 31 parishes with over 
530,000 Roman Catholics.   
 

Father Deo is St PaulΩs new Parochial Vicar and our CouncilΩs Assistant Chaplain.  Father Deo was introduced at our July      
General Business meeting and he participated in our annual Officer installation.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2024-2025 Fraternal Year Pin and Theme 
 
At the Arizona State Council organizational meetings our State Deputy, Tom Kato, unveiled the 2024-2025 Fraternal Year 
Theme and Pin.  The theme for this year is “Faith Transforms Culture”.  
  
The Definition of Culture is Culture:  is the customs, arts, social institutions, and achievements of a 
particular nation, people, or other social group.έ Custom is defined as: "long-established practice 
considered as unwritten lawέΦ 
 
However, Culture is not static. It evolves over time and is influenced by various factors as politics, 
media, and globalization.  What was once considered acceptable in a particular culture may no 
longer be deemed so in another era. This ever-changing nature of Culture highlights the  
importance of prioritizing faith over culture. 
 
Catholicism teaches that our faith should shape our actions and worldview, not the other way around. Our faith must take 
precedence over cultural norms when there is a conflict between the two. 
 
As a Knights of Columbus, following Blessed McGivneyΩs vision, let us ensure that we choose Faith over Culture! 
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Safe Environment Training 
 
Brothers, 
 

It's time for our annual Safe Environment Training. You should have already received an email outlining the process. If 
not, please see information below. 
 

Both the Knights of Columbus Supreme and our State Council take this training seriously, as do we as a local Council. 
Brothers who are actively participating in our Council activities, please let me know if there is a reason youΩre unable to      
complete the training. Otherwise, I assume you'll complete it within the next two months. 
 
Report your completion of SET to John VanCuyk jjvancuyk@gmail.com  

 

Vivat Jesus,  
 

Charley Billingsley 
GK Council 15001 
 

Greetings from the Diocese of Phoenix Safe Environment Office! 
  
The Safe Environment Training year runs from July 1st and ends June 30th. Today is July 1st, this means everyone's Safe Envi-
ronment Training expires today, so it is time to complete your Safe Environment Training for the 2024-2025 fiscal year.  
We are pleased to announce that the focus of our training this year is on reporting and understanding the signs and symptoms 
of abuse in children. In addition,many of us may need to renew our Criminal Background Check this year. Please login to your 
account, complete your training and follow the instructions on how to see if your Criminal Background Check requires renewal 
found here: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13TgNvO-Bqojp67Q3gaSOPGCI8imWKfKdyFN7R-LQVF8/edit?usp=sharing 
*If the link does not work for you, please see the instructions found inside of the curriculum or reach out to your coordinator 
for more support. 
  

To complete your training, please log in to your CMG profile. REMINDER: DO NOT CREATE A NEW ACCOUNT 
*If you have forgotten your password, you can click on the άForgot Passwordέ link located under SIGN IN.   
*If you have forgotten your username, you can click on the άForgot Usernameέ link located under SIGN IN.  
*If you have never signed into CMG Connect but have received this email – please contact your local Safe Environment Coor-
dinator at your Parish or School for assistance.  
  

For additional technical assistance, you can contact CMG directly (cmgconnect@catholicmutual.org) or call 1-800-228-6108.  
 
1. Begin your Safe Environment Training by clicking on the link below: https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org.   
  

2. Verify and update your Profile Information by clicking on the άEdit Profileέ section on the left.   
Please make sure to indicate your primary ROLE. You can only pick one.   
Please make sure to indicate your primary CATEGORY. You can only pick one.  
· Employee     · Priest    · Deacon  
· Candidate for Ordination   · Volunteer   · Educator (ONLY for Catholic School Teachers & Employees)  
*Roles or Categories not listed above require prior authorization from your local SET Coordinator.  
 

3. Please choose only ONE training under the άRequired Trainingsέ to complete your SET requirement.  
 

4. Go to your άDashboardέ and click on the ONLINE Renewal Video.  
* If you do not see an ONLINE Renewal option under άRequired TrainingsέΣ you must take the Foundation option (available 
LIVE and ONLINE).  
  

For questions about CMG Connect and the Safe Environment Training Program, please contact your local Safe Environment 
Coordinator at your Parish or School.  Once again, please know that we are grateful to all who wish to participate in the 
ChurchΩs ministry, and we recognize and appreciate all that you do for your Church and your community in keeping everyone 
safe. Please continue to pray for all those who have been hurt by abuse.  
  

Diocese of Phoenix Safe Environment Office 

mailto:jjvancuyk@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13TgNvO-Bqojp67Q3gaSOPGCI8imWKfKdyFN7R-LQVF8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cmgconnect@catholicmutual.org
https://phoenix.cmgconnect.org/
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Prayer Garden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fewer things gladden the heart of a Knight than to see an area at the parish honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
 

There will be a Bishop blessing in cooler weather, sometime in October. Meanwhile, may the Blessed Virgin Mary continue to 
protect and bless our families.  

 
A prayer of thanksgiving to Mary, recite a Hail Mary today.    
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KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS—YOUR SHIELD FOR INSURANCE FOR LIFE  
 

Permanent Life Insurance. What is it? 
Permanent life insurance is our signature product. It can provide money to your family when you die, 
and can build cash value while you live. ItΩs guaranteed. ItΩs secure. ItΩs dynamic.  
 
Who needs it? 
Permanent life insurance is a great way to provide security for your family. It may be an ideal solution if 
youΩre interested in: 

¶ Providing money for final expenses so your family doesnΩt have to. 

¶ Supplementing or replacing income so an untimely death wouldnΩt impact your familyΩs level of 
financial comfort. 

¶ Providing funds for your childrenΩs college education in case of the unexpected. 

¶ Shielding your family against any remaining mortgage payments, so that they arenΩt overwhelmed by debt or forced to move if you die 
unexpectedly. 

¶ Giving a donation to a charity or special interest as part of your legacy. 
Supplementing an estate or mitigating estate taxes1.  
How does it work? 

Permanent life insurance – like all life insurance – is designed primarily to provide money (also known 
as a death benefit) to your designated beneficiary when you pass away. 
 
All Knights of Columbus permanent life insurance policies have premiums that are guaranteed not to 
increase – no surprise bills to keep your policy. 
 
Our permanent life insurance policies also accrue cash value over time. Should the policy be eligible 
for any dividends (which are not guaranteed), you can also elect to put those proceeds back into your 
policy by purchasing additional paid-up insurance. Additional paid-up insurance increases your policyΩs 

death benefit and cash value. Your policyΩs cash value can be used either through a partial loan or a full surrender of the policy, or as        
collateral. 
 
What options do I have? 
Knights of Columbus permanent life insurance products can be flexible to fit your needs. Here are some of your Product Options: 
Limited Pay Whole Life Insurance 
Our flagship policy for maximum flexibility. At the time of your application, you choose how many years to pay premiums, with a five-year 
minimum Supayment period. This period is fixed and guaranteed – a plan tailored to your unique insurance planning needs,  even up to 
and through your retirement years.  
Single Premium Whole Life Insurance 
An efficient, guaranteed means of protecting your family and starting your legacy with one premium payment. Your policy is paid up and 
begins building cash value with that single premium.  
No-Lapse Guarantee Universal Life Insurance 
An adjustable policy, that accumulates cash value throughout your lifespan and offers flexibility in your premium payment schedule. The 
Lapse Protection Rider is automatically attached to your policy at no additional cost, ensuring your policy remains in force as long your   
premiums are paid. 
Surrvivorship Universal Life Insurance 
A policy that insures two lives, has flexible premium payments and pays at the death of the second insured. Often used by couples for    

estate planning, estate conservation or estate equalization.  
Graded Death Benefit Whole Life Insurance 
No underwriting (limited underwriting in Canada) required for this final expense product. 
Beneficiary Options. You decide who will receive your death benefit: a spouse, children,     
other relatives, a trust or even charity. You can have more than one beneficiary and can    
divide proceeds proportionally.  
 
Additional Features and Benefits 
We offer a number of special features and benefits – often called riders – that are available 
on Knights of Columbus products that can enhance a policy in a variety of ways. 
 
Contact your Knights of Columbus field agent today to learn more about our permanent life 
insurance products and the security we can help your family achieve. 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/what-we-do/insurance/find-an-agent.html
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NOTE: Wives’ birthday list was taken from the Council Membership Survey which was turned in by members of the Council.  
We would really like every member to complete this survey 

so that we can have the most complete and accurate birthday listing available 
 

Our Knights In Action 
 

During the past Fraternal Year, PGK Richard Diefendorf sent a full year listing of the types of volunteer service hours, in a form format, to 

each member. We will try to continue that by providing a two-month list for you to fill out and give to the Financial Secretary. You may 

also include any ministries that your wife and family participate in. This means that you may include time for any and all parish ministries: 

EM, Adorer, Usher, Lector, Altar Server, Dusting Angels, RCIA, teaching or assisting at Catechesis, prayer shawls, decorating the Church at 

Christmas and Easter, attending Degree ceremonies, and of course the picnic and Campus cleanup. These are only a few of the things we 

and our Families do. 

 

 

 Birthdays—August 2024 

 

Monthly Record of Volunteer Service Hours for Council 15001   

August 94 Gary Parsons  August 01 Kerran Pettit 

August 04 Frank Dzielak  August 05 Mary Weege 

August 07 Jim MacDonald  August 15 Marie Gray 

August 13 Steve Pettit  August 28 Kathleen Blome 

August 15 Maurus Bachmeier  August 29 Lynn Brandt 

August 21 Richard άDiefέ Diefendorf    

August 30 Butch Cook    

     

     

     

     

     

July 

OfficersΩ Installation ________________________ 

2nd Sunday P.P. Rosary ________________________ 

Servers ________________________ 

EM ________________________ 

Lector ________________________ 

Adoration ________________________ 

Blood Drive ________________________ 

Other: ________________________ 

 

 

August 

Altar Servers Event _____________________________ 

2nd Sunday P.P. Rosary ________________________ 

Servers ________________________ 

EM ________________________ 

Lector ________________________ 

Adoration ________________________ 

Other: ________________________ 
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Upcoming Events For August/September 2024 

 

 August 2024 
Aug. 07 General Meeting 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room 
Aug. 11 Rosary at Planned Parenthood 
Aug. 15 Assembly 1805 meets at St. JosephΩs 7:00 p.m. 
Aug. 19 OfficersΩ Meeting 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room 
Aug. 23 Laugh-4-Hope Comedy 
 

September 2024 
Sep. 04 General Meeting 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room 
Sep. 08 Rosary at Planned Parenthood 
Sep. 16 OfficersΩ Meeting 7:00 p.m. in Conference Room 
Sep. 19 Assembly 1805 meets at St. JosephΩs 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Attention All Event ChairmenΥ !ƊŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ŀǘ 

ǘƪŀǊƭϪŎƘŀǊǘŜǊΦƴŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ 

 
 

Remember: Hot water and soap  
will shorten the life of a virus.  

Also, wearing a mask may also  

#ÏÖÉÄ         &ÌÕ 

 236 August 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3  

4 5 6 7 .General Meeting 

Conference 
Room 7:00 p.m 

8 9 10 

11 Rosary at 
Planned Parenthood   

12  13 14 15 Assembly 1805 
Meets at St. JosephΩs 
7:00 p.m. 

16  17 

18  19 OfficersΩ 

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Conference Room  

20 21 22  23 Laugh-4-

Hope  
Comedy 

24  

25 26  27 28 29 30 31 

Whether for Flu, RSV 
or Covid, be Wise 
and Immunize! 

This applies to the Flu, 

RSV Virus and Covid! 
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Prayer to End Abortion  

We often discuss in the newsletters and during our General Meetings the need to have Rosary 
Sunday which is the second Sunday of each month. While many of you are able to take some 
time out of your valuable day, it would be a great example to yourselves, your family and your 
parish to make an appearance as often as possible. Every prayer is valuable to you and to our 
Blessed Mother Mary. It is through Her that we ask for GodΩs intercession to stop the needless 
killing of convenience that is occurring. So once again, we ask you to try to come to as many of 
the Rosary Sundays as possible during each year.  

 

 

 

                                                      

Newsletter Approved by:    Newsletter Publisher/Editor: Tom Karl     Assistant Editor: Ted Cherekos 
GK Charley Billingsley      Email: tkarl@charter.net          Email: tcherekos1@gmail.com 
Email: billingsley@mac.com 
        Submission of newsletter articles should be sent to your Newsletter Editor 

not later than the 25th of the month. 

For Those Who Are Sick & Distressed 

CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǝŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ   
IŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿŜ ƻũŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛŎƪ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜǎΥ   

 
Brothers, Don Kolb, Manuel Flores, David Earl, Luis Torres, James Wayne, Bob Waugh, George Mendell, Butch Cook, Steve Pettit, 
Ray Rosetti, Ted Cherekos, Jim Soderlund, Mary Weege and Greg Worsley. 
 
    Repose of the soul of Brothers—Michael Robinson, Michael Murphy, Tom Goss, Chuck Kime, Ken Long,  Jack Swartz, Shawn 

Swartz, Bill Hintze, Bill OΩConnell, George Mendell and Don Kolb.  
 

Also family members: Lila VanCuyk (wife of John), Diane Russell (wife of Tom), mother of Cathy 
Blome, Pat Long (wife of Ken Long), brother of Fr. Bruno, Matthew (son of Karen Roggenkamp) as 

well as all the Widows of our Deceased Knights 

[ƻǊŘ DƻŘΣ L ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ  
!ƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ 
L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
ŀōƻǊǝƻƴΣ  
¸Ŝǘ L ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ ŘŜŀǘƘ  
ōȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ {ƻƴΦ 
L ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴΦ  
¢ƻŘŀȅ L ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ  
bŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΣ  
bŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜΣ  

bŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǜǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōƻǊƴΦ 

L ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻ-ƭƛŦŜ  

ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ  

!ƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ  

¦ƴǝƭ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ  

!ƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ  

! ƴŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ  

bƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΦ 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΦ !ƳŜƴΗ 

Catholic Prayer For those who have passed 

ά[ƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
¸ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ 

ŀƴŘ ōȅ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜΦ 
 

CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǎǝƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŘΦ 

L ǇƭŜŀŘ ƛƴ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ  
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ¸ƻǳΦ 

aŀȅ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎǳũŜǊ ǇŀƛƴΣ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ  
ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǾŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ  

ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƎƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ !ƳŜƴΦ   

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXr5S7lV0usArImJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNGxkNGJlBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyMmQ4ZWM0NjkyYzU0NGIwMDRlZjcxNmRiYzBmODlkNwRncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima

